
Is Your Vote Counting
IN A PRIMARY ELECTION?

Please continue to read the information below to be confident 
your vote is counting on Election Day!

By Maureen Brinker, Township Clerk

G REETINGS from the Clerk’s 
Department! Because we saw 
a large increase in “split” or 

“crossover” tickets voted in the 
August 2020 primary election,
we wanted to take this opportunity to 
ensure you are an informed voter 
before you receive your absentee 
ballot in the mail or before you step 
into the polls on August 2, 2022. 

We want to help confirm your vote 
counts in the upcoming primary 
election!

Did you know that you can NOT 
vote for more than one party in a 
primary election? In fact, if you “split” 
or “crossover” between voting 
parties, none of your votes in the 
entire partisan section of the ballot 
will count (MCL 168.576). Simply put, 
this means you can’t vote for both 
Republicans and Democrats in the 
upcoming election. You must choose 
one party and only vote for that 
party.

My Votes Count!

 

My Votes Will NOT Count 
in the Partisan Section Only

Fact Or Fiction? Get The Facts!
Please review some of the most 

common misconceptions and make 
sure you understand the current laws 
and procedures.

FICTION: I can vote any party I 
desire in a primary election and all of 
my votes count.

FICTION: If I select another party in 
just one primary race, my vote just 
doesn’t count for that particular race. 

FACT: In order for your votes to 
count in a primary election, you must 
select a party column (Democratic or 
Republican) and STAY in the same 
column in both the front and back of 
the ballot for the entire partisan 
section of the ballot.

In addition to the partisan section 
on the ballot, you can still vote the 
non-partisan section of the ballot, 
which is the third column on the 
ballot and ALL of your votes will 

count if you make the appropriate 
oval selections. 

FICTION: Michigan has early 
voting.

FACT: Michigan allows voters to 
vote an absentee ballot and return it 
up to 45 days prior to an election. 
These ballots are not tabulated until 
Election Day.

FICTION: I am on the permanent 
absentee voter list therefore I will 
automatically get a ballot in the mail 
for every election.

FACT: Even if you are on the 
permanent absentee voter list, you 
MUST complete the absentee ballot 
APPLICATION for EVERY election 
and RETURN it to the Clerk’s 
Department BEFORE you can be 
issued a ballot.  

FICTION: Not all absentee ballots 
are counted.

FACT: EVERY single qualifying 
ballot returned prior to 8 p.m. on 
Election Day is tabulated before we 
leave and produce the unofficial 
results. 

Remember, one small error could 
eliminate all of your PARTISAN 
VOTES from counting! If you make a 
mistake on your absentee ballot or in 
the precinct, you can request a new 
ballot. Be sure ALL of your votes 
count this August!

Helpful Absentee Voter (AV) 
Tips

Who Qualifies for an Absentee 
Ballot?

 Any registered voter who has 
met the first-time voter criteria 

can request to vote an absentee ballot. Proposal 18-3 
changed the constitution and you are no longer 
required to provide a qualifying reason. 

How Do I Request An Absentee Ballot? 
 Applications are available 75 days prior to each 
election. 

 Online by Visiting the Michigan Voter Information 
Center at mvic.sos.state.mi.us

 In person with the Clerk’s Department
 Mailing a completed Absent Voter Ballot Application 
to the Clerk’s Department. 

 Utilizing the township’s drop box to submit a 
completed Absent Voter Ballot Application.

How Do I Get Placed On the Permanent Absent 
Voter List?

 Contact the Clerk’s Department via email, elections@
brownstown-mi.org

 Call the Clerk’s Department (734) 675-0910
 Stop into the Clerk’s Department in person. We love 
to meet our voters!

I am on the Permanent Absent Voter List, What Can I 
Expect? 

It’s a painless and simple process:
 Absentee Voter Applications are typically mailed to 
voters 60-75 days prior to every election.

 It is important to sign your application and ballot 
envelope the way that your signature appears on your 
voter registration, current driver’s license or state ID.

 This election we will be mailing a “dual” absentee 
ballot application. This means if you want a ballot for 
both the August Primary and the November General 
Election, you need to select the “Both Election 
Dates” box on the application (see above).

 The entire application MUST be completed and 
returned to the Clerk’s Department BEFORE a ballot 
can be issued.

 Upon verification of the voter’s signature, we validate 
and receive the application.

 Ballots are available 45 days prior to an election. We 
do our best to get the large mass mailing out as close 
to that date as possible.

 Be sure to sign your name on the exterior of the 
green and white envelope where indicated so your 
vote counts. If we don’t have your signature by 8 p.m. 
on Election Day, your vote selections will not count 
and your ballot will be REJECTED.

Recommended Return Method
 We have a large 24 hour drop box in front of the 
township hall that is for all township business. The 
Clerk’s Dept. is the only key holder to this box. We 
also have a dedicated ballot drop box inside the front 
lobby of the Township Hall during normal business 
hours, Monday thru Friday 8 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. 

 You can also mail your ballot to us by including the 
$.88 required postage (or two stamps will work) on 
the green-and-white return envelope. *The ballot 
must be received by 8 p.m. on Election Day or it will 
NOT be counted.

 Upon verification of the voter ballot envelope, we 
validate it and receive the ballot. We then secure it 
until Election Day when it is processed.

 You can confirm your ballot was received by visiting 
the Michigan Voter Information Center https://mvic.
sos.state.mi.us/

 Sit back and relax, we will automatically send the next 
absent voter application when the next election is to 
be held.

Redistricting Update - Do You Have A New 
Polling Location?

Be sure to check the new Voter ID card that should 
have been recently mailed to every voter in Brownstown. 
(We are still working with the State to ensure the changes 
are accurate at the time this article was submitted for 
printing).

Due to the outcome of the 2020 census, the State 
Senate, congressional, and State House Representative 
districts all changed in Brownstown Township. Due to 
these mandatory changes, we also took this opportunity 
to better balance voters in some of our voting precincts. 

We made boundary changes to the following precincts: 
1, 4, 5, 9, 10, and 12. It is critical that you view the voter 
information located on your new voter ID card and 
determine if we have moved your polling location. We 
don’t want you to have to wait in two different precinct 
voting lines on Election Day! The voting maps are also 
available on the Township’s website www.brownstown-mi.
org under the “2022 Election Info” tab. You can also visit 
www.michigan.gov/vote to verify your current polling 
information. Important: Please be sure to discard your 
“old” voter ID card as it is no longer valid.

If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free 
to contact the Clerk’s Department. Our friendly and 
professional staff members would be happy to assist you!

Thank you for being an informed voter and ensuring 
your vote counts on August 2, 2022! My office staff and I 
look forward to serving you in the 2022 election cycle! 
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